
QUESTION 1

Answer: The Architectural, Engineering, and Construction (A/E/C) industry is vast and full of many career opportunities.
From hands on, out in the field careers to behind the scenes, background roles that help to facilitate the jobs of those
responsible for building, constructing, and creating. Building Information Modeling (BIM) is a relatively new technology
development to the industry which brings forth the opportunity for industry growth, making the demand for qualified well-
trained 3D Modelers high. Building Information Modeling utilizes various tools and technologies to plan, design, construct,
operate, and maintain physical infrastructures including water, road, electricity, and gas systems as well as bridges, ports,
railways, tunnels, and buildings.

What is BIM?
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ABOUT BUILDING INFORMATION MODELING (BIM)

QUESTION 2

Answer: Revit helps with quantity estimating because within the program, these different drawing elements correspond to
something like a light fixture, a steel beam, etc. The software can count the number of each of those elements within a
design, and construction companies or other estimators can use that information for pricing estimates.

How does BIM support construction project cost estimating?

QUESTION 3

Answer: Revit, the 3D design software being taught through this program, can be utilized to model outdoor landscapes, as
well as building systems and interiors. The software can be used in a variety of applications, however this course focuses
on Building Information Modeling or BIM applications, in other words those which are utilized most frequently in A/E/C
companies.

Is BIM used in landscaping, trucking and dispatching, or other career fields outside of the
A/E/C industries?

QUESTION 4

Answer: Currently, there is not a great free version of the software available, but you can check on YouTube for Autodesk
Revit videos. There is also a free 30-day trial of Revit available at autodesk.com/products/revit/free-trial.

Can I try out the BIM software program before entering this course?

QUESTION 5

Answer: There is no direct link, but Revit makes the process a lot easier. Many suppliers have Revit-friendly models of their
products that can be uploaded and imported into the design.

Does the BIM tool link directly with material suppliers like Lowes or Home Depot to help
designers or development clients know how to budget projects on a preliminary basis?

https://www.autodesk.com/products/revit/free-trial
https://www.autodesk.com/products/revit/free-trial


QUESTION 6

Answer: One West program The Plan Room is launching an immersive Building Information Modeling training cohort. This
training will assist individuals with an interest in the Architectural, Engineering, and Construction (A/E/C) industry gain
the foundation necessary to transition into an entry-level design and engineering career or internship in the A/E/C industry.
The course will take place over 14 weeks beginning with a 4-week digital technology refresher followed by a 10-week course
which provides participants with an overview of Building Information Modeling preparing them to sit for the Autodesk
Certified User (ACU) exam. The course will have in-person as well as virtual learning experiences which require the
participant to be eager, passionate, and self-driven.

What am I getting from this program?
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ABOUT THE BIM TRAINING COURSE

QUESTION 7

Answer: Anyone is eligible to apply for the program, you do not need prerequisite skill sets, however this particular
program is targeted towards those individuals with an interest in technology, 3D design, and a new career path. You can
access the application form at theplanroom.org under the “BIM Classes” section.

What qualifications and skills do I need to have to join the BIM training program?

QUESTION 8

Answer: No, the program is being offered free of charge to applicants who are accepted.

Will this program cost me anything?

QUESTION 9

Answer: The application deadline is May 2, 2021; the Computer Training Course begins May 31, 2021; the BIM course
begins June 28, 2021 and lasts until September 3, 2021.

When does the program start?

QUESTION 10

Answer: Classes take place on Mondays and Wednesdays from 4:00-6:00pm EST, at The Plan Room located at 1815 W
Broadway. At-home assignments and extra-curricular events like guest speakers and touring building sites would occur on
other evenings and weekends, a full course schedule will be available prior to the start of the course.

How much time would this program take each week?



QUESTION 11

Answer: This program will not be a one-time offering; other versions of the class will be offered at later dates, and likely
with different schedules. If you are interested but cannot attend during this particular class time, we still encourage you to
apply and let us know about your schedule of availability, so we can take this into consideration when planning future
class schedules.

What if the class schedule does not work for me?
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ABOUT THE BIM TRAINING COURSE (CONTINUED)

QUESTION 12

Answer: This program will be conducted in-person and virtually. Our in-person sessions will be located at 1815 W
Broadway on Mondays and Wednesdays from 4PM-6PM EST. Virtual assignments, guest speakers and construction site
visits will be scheduled as needed throughout the course, and computer access will be provided outside of class time as
needed for this purpose.

Is this a virtual or an in-person program?

QUESTION 13

Answer: In order to perform at a high level in the classroom, we understand that some candidates might benefit from
additional support. This would vary from person to person, including topics like access to technology, childcare solutions,
transportation assistance, financial coaching, workplace norms, and more. Louisville Central Community Center has a long
and successful history of providing such supportive services, and will be working with candidates throughout the program
to give all of the program participants the best expectation for success in this program and beyond.

What are support services?

QUESTION 14

Answer: This particular cohort will have six participants, in large part due to social distancing requirements at our
facility. If you are not a part of this first cohort, you may still be considered as an applicant for later cohorts, as COVID-19
social distancing requirements change and we are able to accept larger groups of students for future classes.

How many people will be accepted into the program? What if I am not accepted this time?



QUESTION 15

Answer: There will be additional screening processes throughout the Computer training course to determine eligibility. 

If I’m chosen for the Computer Literacy program, do I automatically get into the BIM
program?
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ABOUT THE COMPUTER TRAINING COURSE

QUESTION 16

Answer: Yes, the computer training course is a requirement leading into the BIM 10-week training course.

If I already know how to use a computer, do I need to take the Computer Literacy class?

QUESTION 17

Answer: The computer training course starts at intermediate level – included in the application process is an assessment
which seeks to define eligibility for the program. The ideal candidate is someone who is at least partly familiar with
computer hardware, knows how to turn on a computer and use a mouse and keyboard, however there are no minimum
typing speed requirements or specific software prerequisites to enter the program.

Is the computer training entry level or intermediate?

QUESTION 18

Answer: Local industry standards for an entry-level position in this field are typically $15-22/hour, however this varies
widely based on the company and the location of hiring.

What is an expected starting salary?

ABOUT THE CAREER PATH

QUESTION 19

Answer: Many individuals with this credential (Autodesk Certified User) are hired as Structural BIM Modelers, CAD
Drafters, Estimators, Takeoff Managers, and similar positions, depending on the industry. This is an entry into the
Architecture, Engineering and Construction (A/E/C) industries, and a variety of different positions are available with
experience in this kind of role. 

What would be my career path? What does the certification make me eligible for?



QUESTION 20

Answer: Absolutely!  We look forward to incorporating potential employers throughout the program,  and a hiring
connection is anticipated for each candidate at the end of the program, pending certification.

Will there be a hiring event/opportunity to interview with employers built into the
program?
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ABOUT THE CAREER PATH (CONTINUED)

QUESTION 21

Answer: The Architecture, Engineering and Construction fields are somewhat lacking in diversity in many places; by having
a more well-rounded group of professionals in the field, we are expanding the talent pool and bringing together a lot of new
perspectives to a field that has historically not been as diverse.

Why is it important for more minorities and women to get this type of training?

QUESTION 22

Answer: There are many Black and minority-owned companies which utilize BIM software in the execution of their daily
work; one particular firm which was noted during the webinar is Moody Nolan, a Cincinnati-based Architecture firm
established by Curt Moody.

Can we identify any blacks who are already working in the BIM space?

ABOUT DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION

QUESTION 23

Answer: 3D modeling makes the takeoff and bidding process much easier, and companies will be reassured that their
pricing is based on the actual design with specific numbers and amounts – it can help large and small firms alike to save
costs.

How would a small minority construction company benefit from this training?


